
URGENT NOTICE REGARDING BILL 23 

November 6,2022 

Dear Green Durham Association members, 

As you may have heard, the Government of Ontario is on the attack with its proposed Bill 23 “More Homes Built 
Faster Act, 2022”. This is an omnibus bill bent on weakening environmental protections and public involvement in 
land use planning. It severely curtails the role of Conservation Authorities in land use planning and decision-making. 
It also threatens wetlands by changing the ways that wetlands get evaluated and designated for protection. Perhaps 
even more troubling is that it undermines democracy by removing requirements to notify members of the public about 
development plans and removing their right to appeal municipal decisions.  For more information, read this 
summary on the changes that are proposed.  

A massive suite of changes are associated with this Bill. A summary of the postings and opportunities to comment 
can be found here:  

Consultation Postings Under The More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 | AMO 

The bill is moving very quickly - last week Bill 23 – More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 passed Second Reading and 
was referred to the Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy. GDA has requested to 
present at Committee and will submit written comments by the November 17 deadline. 

On Friday November 4, still more proposals were released to enable Bill 23 involving changes to the Greenbelt and 
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan. You can review the proposed changes here:  

Proposed Amendments to the Greenbelt Plan | Environmental Registry of Ontario 

Proposed amendments to the Greenbelt Area boundary regulation | Environmental Registry of Ontario 

Proposed redesignation of land under the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan | Environmental Registry of 
Ontario 

Green Durham Association is but one small voice. We are a group of citizens who share a vision of key natural areas 
in northeast Pickering, south Uxbridge and adjacent Greenbelt lands, which we believe should be protected and 
enhanced, of conservation lands linked to communities, and of agricultural lands which are actively and sustainably 
farmed. And we believe these communities should grow in ways that preserve these unique lands for future 
generations.  
  
A review of media releases, statements and postings about Bill 23 show a high level of concern from many corners, 
not simply “environmental groups”. We will share information, sign-on statements and opportunities to learn more as 
we receive them. Organizations which have staff and expertise are analyzing the changes at this very moment.  
  
Ontario Nature will soon be sharing information about a joint sign-on statement opposing this bill. They will also be 
launching an Action Alert for individual and group members (GDA is a member) in the coming days. So will 
Environmental Defence. So will other organizations. Subscribe to their newsletters to stay up to date.  

In the meantime, here are three things you can do:   

1.    Register for and watch the webinar, Bill 23 is a Wrecking Ball, on Monday November 7th, hosted 

by Environmental Defence. Ontario Nature’s director of conservation and education, Anne Bell, will 
be one of the panelists. 

  
2.    The Standing Committee is inviting feedback from community stakeholders. Make a 

submission to the Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy, responsible 
for reviewing and approving or modifying the bill. You don’t have to be an expert or have a full 
understanding of the implications of all the proposed changes. No one does. Use this opportunity to 
say you are concerned.  

  
3.     Please send a message by telephone or e-mail to your local MPP, whose contact info can be 

found by entering your postal code at Members | Legislative Assembly of Ontario (ola.org) Please 
consider including the following: “I am deeply concerned that the contents of Bill 23 will not be given 
the time needed for detailed analysis and informed discussion. Please ensure that the Bill is given 
significant time for both public consultation and consideration at a Standing Committee”. 
 

https://www.osler.com/en/resources/regulations/2022/forget-everything-you-thought-you-knew-about-planning-approvals-in-ontario%E2%80%A6
https://www.osler.com/en/resources/regulations/2022/forget-everything-you-thought-you-knew-about-planning-approvals-in-ontario%E2%80%A6
https://www.amo.on.ca/advocacy/health-human-services/consultation-postings-under-more-homes-built-faster-act-2022
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-23
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/committees/heritage-infrastructure-cultural-policy/parliament-43
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-6216
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-6217
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-6218
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-6218
https://act.environmentaldefence.ca/page/116310/petition/1
https://www.ola.org/en/apply-committees?prvcachecommwf=1603744481518
https://www.ola.org/en/apply-committees?prvcachecommwf=1603744481518
https://www.ola.org/en/members


 
  
And here are a few more links to read:  

Unpacking Bill 23 – More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 | AMO 

Ford's housing bill limits protection of watersheds, greenspaces, conservation authorities warn | CBC News 
  
'We shouldn’t be building houses in floodplains': Critics sound concern over Ford government’s plan to explore 
building homes in conservation lands (ctvnews.ca) 
  
We hope you can find time to get outside and enjoy this fair weather but PLEASE ALSO  take action on Bill 23 as 
the window to make your views known and affect any kind of change is very small so we all need to take action as 
quickly as possible. 

Many thanks, 
Elizabeth Calvin, President, GDA 
 

Green Durham Association 

2789 Concession 7 
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1R4 
  
www.greendurham.ca 
Follow us on Facebook 
  
Green Durham Association (GDA) is a non-profit registered charity (# 88669 9636 RR0001) dedicated to protecting, 
preserving and enhancing the forests, farmlands, and natural areas which lie northeast of Toronto in Uxbridge, North  

https://www.amo.on.ca/advocacy/health-human-services/unpacking-bill-23-more-homes-built-faster-act-2022
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-housing-changes-to-conservation-authorities-1.6631945
https://beta.ctvnews.ca/local/toronto/2022/10/29/1_6130632.amp.html
https://beta.ctvnews.ca/local/toronto/2022/10/29/1_6130632.amp.html
http://www.greendurham.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Green-Durham-Association-440368369492137/


 


